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sert that at times they hear the noise of the doors of
their Cabins, and the voices of the children chasing
the birds in the fields. They sow corn in its season,
and use the fields the living have abandoned; if any
Village takes fire, which often happens in this coun-
try, they take care to gather from the middle of this
fire the roasted corn, and lay it by as a part of their
provisions.

The souls which are stronger and more robust
have their gathering place, as I have said, toward
the West, where each Nation has its own Village;
and if the soul of an Algonquin were bold enough to
present itself at the Village of the Bear Nation’s
souls, it would not be well received.

The souls of those who died in war form a band
by themselves; the others fear them, and do not per-
mit their entry into their Village, any more than to
the [100] souls of those who have killed themselves.
As to the souls of thieves, they are quite welcome,
and, if they were banished from them, there would
not be a soul left; for as I have said, Huron and thief
are one and the same thing; and the wealthiest man
in the Country will do all he can to try his hand at
it, if he finds something in your house lying apart
which he likes.

I asked one day one of our Savages where they
thought the Village of souls was; he answered that
it was toward the Tobacco Nation,’ that is to say,
toward the West, eight leagues from us, and that some
persons had seen them as they were going; that the
road they took was broad and well-beaten; that they
passed near a rock called ZEcaregniondi, which has
often been found marked with the paint which they
use to smear their faces.



